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PARLIAMENTARY BOUNDARY REVIEW 2018 – REVISED 
PROPOSALS FOR NEW PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY 
BOUNDARIES

1. Summary

 
1.1   This report advises Members of the revised proposals for new Parliamentary 

constituencies by the Boundary Commission for England at the latest stage of its 
periodic review of constituency boundaries across the country. The Boundary 
Commission is required to carry out a review of constituency boundaries every 5 
years to ensure that all constituencies fall within a core range of numbers of 
electors and meet particular criteria. The Commission’s proposals have been 
through two rounds of public consultation and their revised proposals are 
currently out for consultation after which the Commission will make its 
recommendations to the Government in September 2018 for implementation at 
the next General Election after that date.

2. RECOMMENDATION

2.1 That the Sub-committee notes the Boundary Commission’s Review of 
Parliamentary Boundaries and endorses the proposed boundary for the 
Dartford Parliamentary Constituency to be coterminous with the Borough 
boundary.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1. The Boundary Commission for England is an independent and impartial non-
departmental public body which is required to carry out a review of 
parliamentary constituencies every 5 years according to rules set by 
Parliament and to make recommendations to the Government. The 
legislation that the Commission works to provides for a reduction in the 
number of constituencies across the UK by 50 and in England the number of 
constituencies will fall from 533 to 501. The Commission must also establish 
constituencies within an electorate range of 71,031 and 78,507, to be within 
5% of the mean electorate figure of 74,769. In practice these requirements 
will result in significant changes to boundaries across the country due to a 
ripple effect with changes to the boundaries of one constituency requiring 
changes to other constituencies.

3.2. The Boundary Commission may also have regard to existing local 
government boundaries (at 7 May 2015), special geographical 
considerations such as the size, shape and accessibility of a constituency, 
the boundaries of existing constituencies and any local ties that could be 
broken as a result of boundary changes.

3.3. The Commission published its initial proposals during a 12 week period from 
13 September to 5 December 2016 which included public hearings as well 
as taking written representations. The representations were published on 28 
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February 2017 for a 4 week period to allow anyone to comment on them 
before the Commission decided whether to revise any of its initial proposals. 
The Commission’s revised proposals are currently subject to a final stage of 
public consultation which began on 17 October and will run until 11 
December 2017. Following this the Commission will work up its final 
recommendations for submission to the Government with new arrangements 
being implemented at the next General Election after the recommendations 
have been agreed by parliament.

3.4. The Commission has conducted its review on a sub-regional basis, using the 
regional pattern employed for the most recent European elections. In the 
South Eastern Region the recommendations will result in a reduction of the 
number of constituencies from 84 to 83. However there will be some 
boundary changes in all but 20 of the existing constituencies due to the 
ripple effect of the changes. 

3.5. The existing Dartford constituency includes electors from the Sevenoaks 
District Council ward of Hartley & Hodsoll Street. The Commission’s initial 
proposal was that Hartley & Hodsoll Street should form part of the new 
Gravesham constituency which would mean that the Dartford parliamentary 
constituency would be coterminous with the existing Borough boundary. The 
Council responded to the initial consultation strongly supporting the proposal 
and citing the weakness of community ties between the ward and Dartford 
and benefit of having a clearly identifiable constituency for Dartford. The 
Commission has not changed its initial recommendation and as it stands 
their recommendation will be that the parliamentary and Dartford borough 
boundaries will be co-terminous.

3.6. The Commission’s report, recommendations and maps for the South East 
Region may be viewed on the Commission’s web site www.bce2018.org.uk 
and any representations can be made using the portal hosted by the web 
site.

3.7. Members should also be aware that the Council’s existing electoral 
arrangements are being reviewed by a separate body, the Local 
Government Boundary Commission (LGBC), which has accepted the 
Council’s recommendation for a reduction in Council size from 44 to 42 
Members. Proposed warding arrangements are currently being produced 
and will be reported to the General Assembly of the Council on 20 
November prior to submission to the LGBC. It is likely that an extensive 
review of polling districts and polling places will be required next year and 
that polling station locations may have to change in some areas in order to 
support the revised electoral arrangements.

4.     Relationship to the Corporate Plan

To support good governance to provide high quality services in support of 
the objectives contained in the Corporate Plan.

http://www.bce2018.org.uk/
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5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments

Financial Implications The changed parliamentary constituency will 
mean that there will be no need for cross 
boundary working with Sevenoaks District 
Council during a General election with a small 
reduction in the cost as a result.  

Legal Implications None

Staffing Implications None

Administrative Implications None 

Risk Assessment None

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendix

None.
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